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Mrs Ursula von der Leyen
President of the European Commission
CC : EVP Ribera, EVP S¢éjourné, Commissionner Dombrovskis
Rue de la Loi 200
B-1049 Brussels
Madrid, 24 February 2025

Dear President,

Following my letter of 30 January, and in view of the final steps in the adoption of the
first Omnibus package this week, I would like to reiterate our strong support for the
simplification exercise as one of the key enablers for the relaunch of EU’s
competitiveness. To this end, I want to bring forward our views on how to ensure UE’s
regulation provides a clear and workable framework for our companies.

Let me first of all stress that our strong call for simplification does not, in any way,
question our commitment with the European climate objectives and social model but to
the contrary. We believe that it is through simplifying the current framework and reducing
burdens how we will facilitate compliance and engagement with our common targets,
ensuring that companies can better focus on investing, innovating and advancing in the
green and digital transitions while creating quality jobs.

Through this simplification exercise, it is essential that we put special emphasis in
ensuring alignment and coherency, as well as avoiding overlaps and inconsistencies with
other rules.

On the specific texts which will be the object of the first Omnibus package:

e On Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (“CS3D”), it is essential that
this exercise leads to a more balanced framework which ensures legal certainty
for businesses and a real harmonisation, avoiding any room for gold-plating.

A workable due diligence framework should, among others, (i) limit its scope to
direct business partners; (ii) remove rules on contractual termination; and (iii)
ensure a proportionate enforcement system and a liability framework which
avoids risks of frivolous litigation. Certainly, suspending its application will be
needed until the revision is finalised.

e On Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (“CSRD”), we reiterate that (i)
the scope of the Directive should be reviewed and aligned with CS3D; (i1) priority
should be given to a workable and simplified Set 1 of disclosures, instead of
working in sector-specific standards; (iii) data points must be reduced to avoid
creating additional burdens. Again, the implementation date for companies whose
reporting is required for 2026 and 2027 should be extended so that they will not
spend resources on issues that will later be amended.
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e On Taxonomy, significant improvements must be made to solve the many
problems in its application and interpretation. Among other issues, we call for a
reduction of complexity of the reporting templates and establish a principle of
proportionality. Indeed, the implementation of certain technical criteria, such as
specific emission thresholds or requirements related to the principle of DNSH for
certain activities, has raised doubts and criticism regarding its scientific rigor or
consistency with other regulatory frameworks.

Furthermore, the lack of information or the ability to measure and report
compliance with the technical selection criteria, as well as the lack of granularity
in accounting systems, poses a real challenge for many companies and investors.
Meeting the technical criteria for some sectors covered represents a significant
challenge for them. All these considerations need to be addressed to a
simplification exercise to truly achieve the potential of the taxonomy as a tool to
foster sustainable finance in the EU, improving businesses competitiveness and
specifically the financial sector.

Consequently, we want to underline the relevance of an ambitious first Omnibus package
and reiterate our alignment with the work and proposals that BusinessEurope is
developing to contribute to a better regulatory framework for businesses in the UE of all
sizes.

We remain at your disposal to exchange on any question on the above and ready to
contribute to the forthcoming exercises.

Yours sincerely,

——
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